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World  War I 
and  

Mexican Border 
Campaign  

KDLA Resources  



U.S. Neutrality  
and the War  

• German-American and 
Irish- American 
population  

• Invasion of Belgium and 
executions of Belgian 
civilians.  

• Unrestricted submarine 
warfare by Germany. 
 

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Neutrality  
 



U.S. Road to War  
• May 7, 1915 

Lusitania Sunk  
 

• March 9, 1916 
Columbus, New 
Mexico Raid by 
Poncho Villa  

 

• Zimmerman 
Telegraph 

 

• February 1, 1917 
Germany reopens 
unrestricted 
submarine warfare  

 



Columbus Raid 1916   
Mexican Border, Kentucky State Guard 

Raymond Doolittle 



Mexican Border Muster Roll 

• State Guard Mexican Border Muster Role 

• Name 

• Age 

• Description 

• Next of Kin 

• Address of Next of Kin 

 



Mexican Border  
 



Armistice 



KDLA Records Groups  

• State Guard Mexican Border Muster Rolls 
• State Guard Enlistments  
• Federal Draft Registration Cards 
• Council of Defense Service Cards 
• Council of Defense County Books 
• County Veterans Books 
• 1962 Veterans Bonus  
• 1920 Federal Census 
• WPA Cemetery Survey 
 
 
  



ONLINE RESOUCES  

• Veterans Graves Locator   
 

• American Battle Monuments Commission  
 

• The Fallen 
 

• World War I Order of Battle  
   United States Army Center for Military History  

– Series of volumes 1-4 for Units   
– Available for research at KDLA 
 

 



STATE GUARD ENLISTMENT RECORDS 
George Cabbitt  

• Name  

• Unit 

• Age 

• Dates of 
Service  



Selective Service Cards  
Ben Asher – Breathitt County  

• Draft 
Registration 
Cards 

• Residence 

• Age 

• DOB 

• Description 

• Occupation 

• Next of Kin 

• Citizenship 

 



• Council of 
Defense Service 
Cards 

• Age 

• Nativity 

• Rank 

• Training 

• Wound or 
Casualty 

• Period of Service 

• Unit/Operations 

• Campaigns 

 

 

 

 

 

Kentucky Council of Defense 
  



Kentucky Council of Defense Books  
Student Army Training Corp  

• Council of 
Defense 
County Books 

• Segregated 
Listing of 
Service 
Members 

• Casualties 

• State and 
National 
Organizations 

 

 



1959 -1962  Kentucky Veterans Bonus  



VETERANS  BONUS  



1920 Federal Census  
• 1920 

Federal 
Census 

• Nativity 

• Age 

• Rank 

• Unit 

• Current 
Station 

 



WPA Veterans Graves Registration  

• Veterans Grave 
Registration 

• DOB 

• DOD 

• Period of Service 

• Unit 

• Rank 

• Place of 
Internment 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mexican Border and World War I  
Total Number Serving and Casualties 

• Mexican Border – March 1916 - Feb. 1917  

–Kentuckians Serving: 2,394  

–Kentucky Casualties: 2  

• World War I – April 1917- June 1919 

–Kentuckians Serving: 95,575 

–Kentucky Casualties: 2,418  

 



Internet Resources  

• Veterans Graves 

– http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/ 

• American Battle Monuments  

– http://www.abmc.gov/ 

• Casualties 

– http://usgwarchives.net/ky/military/wwi/ 

•  Order of Battle  

– http://www.history.army.mil/ 

 

http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/
http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/
http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/
http://www.abmc.gov/
http://usgwarchives.net/ky/military/wwi/
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http://www.history.army.mil/
http://www.history.army.mil/


Published Sources  

• Soldiers of the Great War  

• Fallen Soldiers WWI 

• Soldiers Record Publishing Association           
Washington D.C. 1920 

 

World War I Order of Battle  

U.S. Government Printing Office Washington D.C.  

U.S. Army Center for Military History  



 

Ladies 



 

Jesse Greathouse  
Nurse, World War I 



Alpha Nash  
Nurse, World War I  



COUNCIL OF DEFENSE  
MADISON COUNTY RED CROSS CHAPTER  



MADISON COUNTY RED CROSS  



World War I  Mexican Border  
KDLA Resources    



Kentucky Department for  
Libraries and Archives  

• Website: www.kdla.ky.gov  

• (502) 564-1770 

• Archives Research Room hours— 9:00 AM  – 
4:00 PM ET, Monday through Friday 

• KDLA Social Media: 
http://kdla.ky.gov/common/Pages/SocialMedia.aspx   

http://www.kdla.ky.gov/
http://kdla.ky.gov/common/Pages/SocialMedia.aspx
http://kdla.ky.gov/common/Pages/SocialMedia.aspx

